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element, is provided outside of the shield body, and has a
dimension being larger than a width of the slit, and a relay
substrate which goes through the slit and connects each detec-
tion element with the signal processing substrate.
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1
RADIATION DETECTION APPARATUS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an apparatus that detects
radiation such as gamma ray (y-ray), X-ray or the like.

BACKGROUND ART

Although it is well known that radiation such as gamma ray
(y-ray), X-ray or the like (hereinafter, which will be simply
referred as “gamma ray”) makes large influence on human
body, humans cannot see radiation. For example, it is impor-
tant for operators working in a nuclear electricity generation
plant or citizens living in a neighborhood of the nuclear
electricity generation plant to reduce radiation exposure.

An apparatus which has portability and is used at a site or
the like, the apparatus for determining a radiation source is
disclosed in patent documents 1 and 2. The patent document
1 discloses a gamma ray radioactivity distribution imaging
apparatus which includes arranged gamma ray detectors and
a collimator. The patent document 2 discloses an independent
type gamma ray camera which is a portable and self-powered
type gamma ray camera for using during an operation.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT
Patent Document

Patent Document 1: Publication of (Unexamined) Patent
Application No. 2005-49136

Patent Document 2: Published Japanese Translation of PCT
International Publication for Patent Application No. 2009-
521694

DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION
Problems to be Solved by Invention

The radiation detection apparatus that determines a loca-
tion of radiation source is configured by including a plurality
of radiation detectors which is arranged in two-dimensional
arrangement such as a matrix or the like, and a collimator. The
collimator is arranged in front of the radiation detectors, and
thereby limits incoming direction of radiation and allows only
radiation which propagates in intended direction to go into
the radiation detection apparatus.

However, in a case where the radiation detection apparatus
is used at a place where radiation dose is high such as indoor
of nuclear power plant, outdoor being located near nuclear
power plant, or the like, radiation comes into the radiation
detection apparatus from all directions of a radiation detec-
tion apparatus circumference. Thus, when the radiation
detection apparatus detects radiation, signal-to-noise ratio
(S/N) decreases because of increasing back ground noise.

Since generation and detection, of gamma ray are stochas-
tic phenomenon, a statistic error becomes large when S/N is
low. The enlargement of the statistic error leads to reduction
of a spatial resolution as to determining position of gamma
radiation source.

In response, for the sake of eliminating background noise
of' the radiation detection apparatus circumference, the radia-
tion detection apparatus is enclosed with material which has
large density, such as lead (Pb), tungsten (W) or the like.
However, if the radiation detection apparatus is enclosed with
material which has large density, portability of the radiation
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detection apparatus decreases because of increasing weight
of the radiation detection apparatus.

The present invention has been made in consideration of
the circumstances mentioned above, and an object thereof is
to provide a radiation detection apparatus that can improve
signal to noise (S/N) ratio and spatial resolution without
decreasing portability.

Means for solving Problem

In order to solve the problem in the conventional art men-
tioned above, an embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a radiation detection apparatus comprising: a detection
element group which includes a plurality of a detection ele-
ment arranged on a support substrate; a shield body of which
apinhole is formed on a front surface and a slit unit is formed
on a back surface, the shield body putting the detection ele-
ment group therein; a signal processing substrate which pro-
cesses a detection signal respectively detected by each detec-
tion element, is provided outside of the shield body, and has a
dimension being larger than a width of the slit unit; and a relay
substrate which goes through the slit and connects each detec-
tion element with the signal processing substrate.

Effect of Invention

The radiation detection apparatus according to the present
invention can realize an improvement of signal to noise (S/N)
ratio and spatial resolution without impairing portability.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of a radiation detection
apparatus according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is an appearance oblique perspective view illustrat-
ing a front side of a shield body of the radiation detection
apparatus according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 3 is an appearance oblique perspective view illustrat-
ing a back side of a shield body of the radiation detection
apparatus according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 4 is an explanatory view for comparing a shape of a
pinhole.

FIG. 5 is a front view of the shield body in case of being
screwed shut from the front side.

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of a radiation detection
apparatus according to a second embodiment.

FIG. 7 is an enlargement view illustrating a part of an inner
slit unit and an outer slit unit, included in the radiation detec-
tion apparatus illustrated in FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view especially illustrating a
detection element group and a pinhole unit, in a radiation
detection apparatus according to a third embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view especially illustrating
another example of element circumference shield member in
the radiation detection apparatus according to the third
embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view of the radiation detection
apparatus according to a fourth embodiment in a case where
a pinhole unit is arranged in a first position.

FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view of the radiation detection
apparatus according to the fourth embodiment in a case where
the pinhole unit is arranged in a second position.

FIG. 12 is a front view of the pinhole unit in the radiation
detection apparatus according to the fourth embodiment.

FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view of a radiation detection
apparatus according to a fifth embodiment.
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FIG. 14 is a graph representing a relation between radiation
detection position and the number of detecting gamma ray
before and after movement of the detection element group.

FIG. 15 is an illustration especially illustrating detection
elements, a support substrate, and a pinhole unit, included in
another example of the radiation detection apparatus.

FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view of the radiation detection
apparatus which includes another example of the attachment
means of the shield body.

EMBODIMENT FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

First Embodiment

A first embodiment of a radiation detection apparatus
according to the present invention will be described with
reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of a radiation detection
apparatus 1 as the first embodiment of the radiation detection
apparatus according to the present invention.

FIG. 2 is an appearance oblique perspective view illustrat-
ing a front side of a shield body 10 included in the radiation
detection apparatus 1.

FIG. 3 is an appearance oblique perspective view illustrat-
ing a back side of the shield body 10 included in the radiation
detection apparatus 1.

Incidentally, in each embodiment, an example in a case
where a radiation detected by the radiation detection appara-
tus 1 is gamma ray (y-ray) will be explained. Further, a side on
which a pinhole 14 is formed is defined as front side (front
surface side) of the radiation detection apparatus 1, and a side
onwhichaslit 15 is formed is defined as back (rear) side (back
surface side) of the radiation detection apparatus 1.

The radiation detection apparatus 1 mainly includes detec-
tion element group 21, the shield body 10, a signal processing
substrate 31, and a relay substrate 32.

The detection element group 21 includes a plurality of
detection elements 22 which is arranged in a matrix on 2D
(two-dimensional) plane. For example, the detection ele-
ments 22 are arranged in a quadrate. The detection element 22
is an element such as a semiconductor or a scintillator, which
generates charge (charged particle) or light when gamma ray
comes into the detection element 22.

The shield body 10 puts the detection element group 21
therein and includes a pinhole collimator unit 11, a lateral
shield unit 12, and a slit unit 13.

The pinhole collimator unit (pinhole unit) 11 includes a
component being shaped like a truncated pyramid, and
formed of front surface of the shield body 10, i.e., a front side
from the detection element group 21. In the pinhole unit 11,
the pinhole 14 is formed as a circular or rectangular pinhole
hole so that gamma ray only detected in the detection element
22 passes through the pinhole 14. The pinhole 14 is formed in
a center portion neighborhood (vertex portion) of the front
surface 11a of which a shape is a rectangle or rectangle-like.
In a case where shape of the pinhole 14 is circle, even if hard
substance such as tungsten or the like is used as a material of
the pinhole 14, the pinhole 14 can be formed.

In a case where the pinhole 14 is formed as the rectangular
pinhole, an area of the pinhole 14 can be reduced even if the
rectangular pinhole has same measurement eyesight as
another shaped pinhole. Thus, since the pinhole 14 as the
rectangular pinhole can reduce a radiation dose of gamma ray
which passes through the pinhole 14, a background noise
caused by unnecessary gamma ray coming from eyesight can
be reduced. Further, in a case where the pinhole 14 is formed
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as the rectangular pinhole, since measurement range in each
of the detection element 22 narrows, the spatial resolution
improvement can be estimated.

Here, FIG. 4 is an explanatory view for comparing a shape
of'the pinhole 14.

Specifically, when the eyesight is a circular eyesight 40, in
a case where the detection element group 21 arranged in
quadrate is used as detection means, it is necessary that an
eyesight corresponding to circumcircle of the quadrate.
Meanwhile, when the eyesight is a rectangular eyesight 41,
the rectangular eyesight 41 can preferably correspond to an
outline of the detection element group 21.

Incidentally, the radiation detection apparatus 1 in a case
where the detection element 22 is arranged so that the shape
of the detection element group 21 is a circle can obtain the
same effect as that of the radiation detection apparatus 1 in a
case where the outline of the detection element group 21 and
the pinhole 14 are shaped as rectangle. In essence, the shape
of the pinhole 14 may be similar shape to the outline of the
detection element group 21.

The lateral shield unit 12 is shaped as rectangle of which
both ends are opened. The lateral shield unit 12 encloses side
surface of the detection element group 21 except the detection
surface and the back surface. For example, the support sub-
strate 23 of the detection element group 21 is holding by a
notch portion 12a. Since the support substrate 23 is holding,
the lateral shield unit 12 fixes the detection element group 21
at the support substrate 23. It is preferable that an inner
dimension of the lateral shield unit 12 is as small as possible
unless the detection element group 21 contacts with the lat-
eral shield unit 12.

The slit unit 13 is a plate-like member having a plurality of
the slits 15, and formed of the back surface of the shield body
10. The slit unit 13 is divided into, for example, two compo-
nents with respect to direction of the slit 15. As long as the slit
15 can pass through a relay substrate 32 hereunder described,
it is preferable that a width of the slit 15 is as small as possible.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, the shield body 10 is fixed by
attachment means 17. The attachment means 17 can be
applied with, for example, screw shut means such as screw or
tap, being made from aluminum or stainless. The shield body
10 is screwed shut in a direction from front surface toward
back surface or from back surface toward front surface.

Herein, FIG. 5is a front view of the shield body 10 in a case
of being screwed shut from the front side. For the sake of
accurate measurement by means of the detection element 22,
it is necessary to detach the pinhole unit 11 from the shield
body 10 before measurement and calibrate the detection ele-
ments 22 by irradiating gamma ray of which radiation dose is
known and uniform to each detection element 22. As illus-
trated in F1G. 5, because of being screwed shut from the front
side, the radiation detection apparatus 1 can easily detach
only the pinhole unit 11 from the shield body 10, and easily
perform a calibration of the detection element 22.

Itis preferable to provide attachment means 17 by means of
screw or tap at a position where a shield effect of the shield
body 10 can be maintained. For example, a passage distance
of gamma ray “A” illustrated in FIG. 5 becomes about 10
[mm]xv2=14 [mm] in a case where a thickness of the shield
body 10 is 10 [mm]. Here, the gamma ray “A” illustrated in
FIG. 5 comes into the radiation detection apparatus 1 by
coming from diagonal direction to four corners of the shield
body 10. If the screw used as the attachment means 17 is M4
(which means screw size in accordance with Japanese Indus-
trial Standards), sufficient shield effect can be maintained.

Incidentally, for the sake of avoiding a change of shield
effect caused by being screwed to the shield body 10, the
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same material as the shield body 10 may be used as a material
of'the screw. Further, in consideration of the change of shield
effect, the number (or thickness) of the shield body 10 may be
increased.

Each thickness in each portion of the shield body 10 is set
in accordance with energy of radiation as detection object
(which means “object to be detected” before the radiation is
detected and “detected objection” after the radiation is
detected). The shield body 10 is formed by using material of
which density is large, such as lead (Pb), tungsten (W), gold
(Au) or the like. For example, there is a case where detection
object is gamma ray of which derivation is cesium-
137 (**7Cs) and energy is 660 kilo-electron volts [keV]. In
this case, if the shield body 10 is formed by using tungsten,
preferable thickness of the shield body 10 becomes approxi-
mate 10 millimeters [mm]. Further, if the shield body 10 is
formed by using lead, preferable thickness of the shield body
10 becomes approximate 20 millimeters [mm)].

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the signal processing substrate 31
is connected with the detection element 22 through the relay
substrate 32, adjusts power source voltage, and processes
detection signal output from the detection element 22. A
dimension of the signal processing substrate 31 is larger than
that (width) of the slit 15 in the slit unit 13.

The relay substrate 32 goes through the slit 15, and is
connected with the detection element 22 (the support sub-
strate 23) and the signal processing substrate 31 through
connector. The relay substrate 32 is, for example, a flexible
print substrate, and has thickness being smaller than the width
of the slit 15. The material of the relay substrate 32 can be
arbitrarily chosen.

Next, an operation of the radiation detection apparatus 1
according to the first embodiment will be explained.

In a case where a user uses the radiation detection appara-
tus 1 for detecting gamma ray, the radiation detection appa-
ratus 1 is put at a place to be detected. For example, the
gamma radiation irradiated from a hotspot at which many
gamma radiation source presents goes through the pinhole 14
and comes into the detection elements 22.

Each detection element 22 into which gamma ray comes
generates charge or light in accordance with energy of gamma
ray. The detection element 22 converts from generated charge
or light into a voltage signal, and outputs the voltage signal to
the signal processing substrate 31 via the relay substrate 32.
The signal processing substrate 31 counts the number of
gamma ray detected by performing determined signal pro-
cessing. Incidentally, required calculator or display device is
arranged in the latter part of the signal processing substrate
31.

Here, in the detection element group 21, there is possibility
being come into gamma ray from the side surface and the
back surface in addition to gamma ray irradiated from the
front surface and passed through the pinhole 14. The gamma
ray irradiated from the side surface and the back surface
becomes noise of the detection signal and therefore becomes
interruption of accurate detection.

Meanwhile, in the radiation detection apparatus 1 accord-
ing to the first embodiment, the side and back surfaces of the
detection element group 21 are enclosed with the shield body
10 in addition to the front surface of the detection element
group 21. Since gamma ray irradiated from all direction is
blocked by the shield body 10 or passed through the shield
body 10, an intensity of the gamma ray decreases. Due to
decreasing the gamma ray intensity, a noise of signal mea-
sured by the detection element 22 can be reduced.

Further, if gamma ray passing through the slit 15 of the slit
unit 13, being formed the back surface of the shield body 10
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and goes to the detection element 22, light line in accordance
with the width of the slit 15 are observed. Meanwhile, in the
radiation detection apparatus 1 according to the first embodi-
ment, because the signal processing substrate 31 being larger
than the width of the slit 15 is further arranged in the back
surface of the slit unit 13, gamma ray which may come from
the back surface of the shield body 10 can be shielded. That is,
gamma ray can be shielded without providing with new addi-
tional configuration for shielding gamma ray which may
come from the back surface.

In general, a radiation shield ability of gamma ray depends
on density of substance. In a case where the slit unit 13 is
formed of tungsten (density is 5.4 gram per cubic meter
[g/cm™3]) of which thickness is approximate 10 mm, if the
signal processing substrate 31 is formed of glass epoxy sub-
strate (density is 1.85 gram per cubic meter [g/cm”3]) of
which length is approximate 30 mm, the signal processing
substrate 31 can obtain a similar radiation shield ability as that
of the slit unit 13. Thus, the radiation detection apparatus 1
prevents light line corresponding to gamma ray entering from
the slit 15 from being measured.

In the first embodiment as described above, since the shield
body 10 shields (blocks) the circumference of the detection
element group 21, the radiation detection apparatus 1 which is
lightweight and has portability can be realized without need-
ing a member for shielding gamma ray, being more than
necessity.

While the radiation detection apparatus 1 reduces own
weight, the radiation detection apparatus 1 has sufficient
radiation shield ability. Therefore, in case of determining a
position of radiation source, even if the radiation detection
apparatus 1 is used under an environment that presents a
number of background noises, the radiation detection appa-
ratus 1 can precisely determine the position of radiation
source.

Further, in the radiation detection apparatus 1, since shape
of'the pinhole 14 is set in accordance with arrangement of the
detection element group 21, the radiation detection apparatus
1 can increase spatial resolution.

Second Embodiment

A second embodiment of a radiation detection apparatus
according to the present invention will be described with
reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of a radiation detection
apparatus 51 as the second embodiment of the radiation
detection apparatus according to the present invention.

FIG. 7 is an enlargement view illustrating a part of an inner
slit unit 634 and an outer slit unit 635, included in the radia-
tion detection apparatus 51 illustrated in FIG. 6.

The different point between the radiation detection appa-
ratus 51 according to the second embodiment and the radia-
tion detection apparatus 1 according to the first embodiment
is that the number of the slit units (the inner slit unit 63« and
the outer slit unit 635) of a shield body 60 is equal to two or
more. In the second embodiment, it is noted that the same
reference numerals or characters in the radiation detection
apparatus 51 are assigned to the same or similar components
and parts as those in the radiation detection apparatus 1, and
the duplicated description thereof is omitted.

The radiation detection apparatus 51 mainly includes the
detection element group 21, the shield body 60, the signal
processing substrate 31, and the relay substrate 32.

The shield body 60 includes a pinhole unit 61, a lateral
shield unit 62, and an inner slit unit 632 and an outer unit 635.
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The pinhole unit 61 is plate-like and provided with the pin-
hole 14 at an approximate center portion thereof.

The inner slit unit 63a is arranged at the back surface of the
shield body 60 and close behind the lateral shield unit 62
(back surface side). The outer slit unit 635 is arranged at the
back surface of the shield body 60 and close behind the inner
slit unit 63a (back surface side). The inner slit unit 634 and the
outer unit 634 are tightly fixed in a state where the relay
substrate 32 is held between the inner slit unit 63a and the
outer unit 635.

A plurality of the inner slits 664 is formed in the inner slit
unit 63a. A plurality of the outer slits 665 is formed in the
outer slit unit 635. The inner slit 664 and the outer slit 665 are
formed so that the relay substrate 32 becomes crank-shaped
in a thickness direction of the inner slit unit 634 and the outer
slit unit 63. Further, each inner slit 66a is formed so as to
overlap with each outer slit 665. A thickness (i.e., length in the
thickness direction) of the inner slit 66a may differ from that
of the outer slit 665.

As illustrated in FIG. 7, the inner slit unit 634 includes a
convex portion 68a which projects toward front side of the
shield body 60. The convex portion 68a of the inner slit unit
63a is mounted at a position corresponding to a position at
which the outer slit 665 of the outer slit unit 635 is formed. It
is preferable that the convex portion 68a of the inner slit unit
63a has a length corresponding to a thickness of the outer slit
unit 635. The outer unit 635 includes a convex portion 685
which projects toward back side of the shield body 60. The
convex portion 685 of the outer slit unit 635 is mounted at a
position corresponding to a position at which the inner slit
66 of the inner slit unit 634 is formed. It is preferable that the
convex portion 6846 of the outer slit unit 635 has a length
corresponding to a thickness of the outer slit unit 63a.

Next, an operation of the radiation detection apparatus 51
according to the second embodiment will be explained.

The radiation detection apparatus 1 according to the first
embodiment suppresses gamma ray coming to the detection
element 22 by arranging the signal processing substrate 31
being larger than the width of the slit 15 in the back surface of
the slit unit 13. However, under an environment that radiation
comes into the radiation detection apparatus from all direc-
tions, there is a possibility that gamma ray comes into the
detection element 22 through a gap between the slit 15 and the
signal processing substrate 31 or the relay substrate 32.

Thus, with respect to gamma ray which may come from
back side to the detection element 22, the radiation detection
apparatus 51 according to the second embodiment can further
increases shield effect by being provided with the inner slit
unit 63a and the outer slit unit 635.

Specifically, the inner slit 66a and the outer slit 665 are
arranged so that the inner slit 66a does not overlap with the
outer slit 664 in the thickness direction of the inner slit 66a
and the outer slit 665. That is, the inner slit 66a and the outer
slit 665 are arranged so that the inner slit 664 and the outer slit
665 form crank-shaped slit in the thickness direction of the
inner slit 66a and the outer slit 665. Thus, even if gamma ray
passes through the outer slit 665 of the outer slit unit 635, the
inner slit unit 63a is provided in the front side of the outer slit
unit 636 and thereby blocks the gamma ray passed through
the outer slit 665. The shield body 60 can prevent the gamma
ray passed through the outer slit 665 from passing through the
slit units 63a, 635.

Further, since the convex portions 68a, 685 are respectively
mounted in the slit units 63a, 635, even at the positions at
which the slits 66a, 665 are formed, being thin portions in the
slitunits 634, 635, the convex portions 68a, 685 can compen-
sate for thickness decrease in the thin portions of the slit units
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63a, 63b. As aresult, across whole region of the inner slit unit
63a and the outer slit unit 635, radiation dose of gamma ray
which respectively passes through each slit unit 63a, 635
becomes uniform. Further, across whole region of the inner
slit unit 63a and the outer slit unit 635, each thickness of each
63a, 635 becomes uniform, and becomes a thickness corre-
sponding to total thickness obtained by adding a thickness in
a portion which the inner slit 66« is not formed and a thick-
ness in a portion which the outer slit 665 is not formed.
Therefore, shield effect of the shield body 60 can be
increased.

The radiation detection apparatus 51 according to the sec-
ond embodiment can shield gamma ray coming from the
inner slit 66a and the outer slit 665 to the detection element 22
without depending on length or kind, of the signal processing
substrate 31 or the relay substrate 32. The radiation detection
apparatus 51 can reduce an influence of background noise and
increase S/N.

Third Embodiment

A third embodiment of a radiation detection apparatus
according to the present invention will be described with
reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view especially illustrating the
detection element group 21 and the pinhole unit 11, in a
radiation detection apparatus 71 as the third embodiment of
the radiation detection apparatus.

The different point between the radiation detection appa-
ratus 71 according to the third embodiment and the radiation
detection apparatuses 1 and 51 according to the first and
second embodiments is that a circumference element shield
member 93 is provided to the detection element group 21. In
the third embodiment, it is noted that the same reference
numerals or characters in the radiation detection apparatus 71
are assigned to the same or similar components and parts as
those in the radiation detection apparatuses 1 and 51, and the
duplicated description thereof is omitted.

The radiation detection apparatus 71 mainly includes the
detection element group 21, the shield body 60, the signal
processing substrate 31, and the relay substrate 32 (refer to
FIG. 1).

The circumference element shield member (shield mem-
ber) 93 is high density material such as tungsten or the like,
and is arranged so as to enclose circumference of each detec-
tion element 22. The shield member 93 can set an inclination
with respect to the support substrate 23 in accordance with a
direction of gamma ray “A” which comes into the detection
element 22.

Next, an operation of the radiation detection apparatus 71
according to the third embodiment will be explained.

When gamma ray comes into the detection element 22, it
occurs that gamma ray is absorbed or scattered. In case of
occurring gamma ray absorption, the radiation detection
apparatus 71 can determine a position of gamma ray source.
Meanwhile, in case of occurring gamma ray scattering, the
radiation detection apparatus 71 is impossible to determine a
position of scattered gamma ray source, and therefore causes
a reduction of position resolution.

Thus, the shield member 93 is provided between the detec-
tion elements 22. Since the shield member 93 shields gamma
ray scattered on the detection element 22, an influence of the
scattered gamma ray between the detection elements 22 can
be decreased. The lower gamma ray energy becomes, the
easier it becomes that a substance absorbs gamma ray. If the
shield member 93 is provided between the detection elements
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22, the scattered gamma ray between the detection elements
22 can sufficiently be shielded.

Further, since the radiation detection apparatus 71 can
reduce influence of gamma ray by being provided with the
shield member 93, the radiation detection apparatus 71 can
increase the spatial resolution.

It is noted that, as illustrated in FIG. 9, the shield member
93 may be enlarged toward a direction of the pinhole 14 (front
direction).

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view especially illustrating
another example of the element circumference shield mem-
ber 93 in the radiation detection apparatus according to the
third embodiment.

In comparison with the shield member 93 illustrated in
FIG. 8, the element circumference shield member (shield
member) 95 is enlarged in a direction from the detection
element 22 toward the pinhole 14. It is preferable that the
shield member 95 is as long as possible unless the shield
member 95 interferes with another shield member 95.

Although gamma ray of which radiation dose is not a few
goes through the shield body 10, in the radiation detection
apparatus 71, the shield member 95 is configured as long as
possible, so as to reach to a vicinity of the pinhole 14. There-
fore, the radiation detection apparatus 71 can preferably
shield gamma ray other than gamma ray which comes from a
direction of pinhole 14.

Further, in the radiation detection apparatus 71, since
gamma ray which goes through the shield body 10 or is
scattered on the detection element 22 can certainly be
shielded by the shield member 95. As a result, the radiation
detection apparatus 71 can increase spatial resolution.

Fourth Embodiment

A fourth embodiment of a radiation detection apparatus
according to the present invention will be described with
reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view of one example of a
radiation detection apparatus 101 as the fourth embodiment
of radiation detection apparatus according to the present
invention in a case where a pinhole unit 111 is arranged in a
first position.

FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view of one example of a
radiation detection apparatus 101 in a case where the pinhole
unit 111 is arranged in a second position.

FIG. 12 is a front view of the pinhole unit 111 of the
radiation detection apparatus 101.

The different point between the radiation detection appa-
ratus 101 according to the fourth embodiment and the radia-
tion detection apparatuses 1, 51 and 71 according to the first
to third embodiments is that the pinhole unit 111 of a shield
body 110 is configured so as to move forward and backward.
In the fourth embodiment, it is noted that the same reference
numerals or characters in the radiation detection apparatuses
101 are assigned to the same or similar components and parts
as those in the radiation detection apparatuses 1, 51 and 71,
and the duplicated description thereof is omitted.

The radiation detection apparatus 101 mainly includes the
detection element group 21, the shield body 110, the signal
processing substrate 31 (refer to FIG. 1), and the relay sub-
strate 32.

The shield body 110 includes a pinhole driving unit 120,
the, a pinhole unit 111, a lateral shield unit 112, and the slit
unit 13.

The pinhole driving unit 120 includes a stepping motor and
a controller which controls the motor, connected to the pin-
hole unit 111. The pinhole driving unit 120 performs an
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automatic control operation or a manual control operation,
and thereby moves the pinhole unit 111 to a predetermined
position. As illustrated in FIGS. 10 and 11, the pinhole driving
unit 120 moves the pinhole unit 111 in forward-backward
direction with respect to the radiation incoming direction.
The pinhole driving unit 120 moves the pinhole unit 111
within a range where the pinhole unit 111 does not contact
with the detection element group 21.

As illustrated in FIG. 12, the pinhole unit 111 includes a
drive opening 111a and a stopper 11156. The drive opening
111a is formed at sides of the pinhole unit 111, facing each
other so that the pinhole unit 111 can move (slide) forward
and backward with respect to a pair of side walls 112a of the
lateral shield unit 112, facing each other. The stopper 1115
limits a movement range of the pinhole unit 111 so as not to
move an out of range which is predetermined movement
range of the pinhole unit 111.

Next, an operation of the radiation detection apparatus 101
according to the fourth embodiment will be explained.

As illustrated in FIG. 10, as a result of moving the pinhole
unit 111 by means ofthe pinhole driving unit 120, ifa position
of'the pinhole unit 111 becomes close to the detection element
group 21 in a forward-backward direction, a radiation mea-
surement eyesight is enlarged. Meanwhile, as illustrated in
FIG. 11, if the position of the pinhole unit 111 becomes away
from the detection element group 21 in the forward-backward
direction, the measurement eyesight is narrowed.

Ifthe radiation measurement eyesight is enlarged, although
a positional resolution decreases, the number of gamma ray
which comes into the radiation detection apparatus 101
increases. If the radiation measurement eyesight is narrowed,
although the positional resolution increases, the number of
gamma ray which comes into the radiation detection appara-
tus 101 decreases. The radiation detection apparatus 101
changes the position of the pinhole unit 111 by using the
pinhole driving unit 120, and thereby arbitrarily changes spa-
tial resolution and S/N.

In a case where radiation intensity of gamma ray to be
measured is weak, the radiation detection apparatus 101
according to the fourth embodiment can increase the number
of'incoming gamma ray with decrease of spatial resolution. In
a case where radiation intensity of gamma ray to be measured
is strong, the radiation detection apparatus 101 can increase
spatial resolution with decrease of the number of incoming
gamma ray. Therefore, in the radiation detection apparatus
101, if user arbitrarily sets spatial resolution and S/N, the
radiation detection apparatus 101 can adjust spatial resolution
and S/N in accordance with user arbitral set.

Fifth Embodiment

A fifth embodiment of a radiation detection apparatus
according to the present invention will be described with
reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view of a radiation detection
apparatus 131 as the fifth embodiment of the radiation detec-
tion apparatus according to the present invention.

The different point between the radiation detection appa-
ratus 131 according to the fourth embodiment and the radia-
tion detection apparatuses 1, 51, 71 and 101 according to the
first to fourth embodiments is that the radiation detection
apparatus 131 includes an element driver unit 140 which
two-dimensionally moves the detection element group 21. In
the fifth embodiment, it is noted that the same reference
numerals or characters in the radiation detection apparatuses
131 are assigned to the same or similar components and parts
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as those in the radiation detection apparatuses 1, 51, 71 and
101, and the duplicated description thereof is omitted.

The radiation detection apparatus 131 mainly includes the
detection element group 21, the shield body 10, the signal
processing substrate 31 (refer to FIG. 1), and the element
driver unit 140.

The element driver unit 140 includes a stepping motor
which drives in x axis direction, a stepping motor which
drives in y axis direction, and a controller which remotely
controls these motors from outside of these motors. The ele-
ment driver unit 140 is connected with the support substrate
23 which supports the detection element group 21. On x-y
plane perpendicular to z direction (incoming direction of
gamma ray) which is a forward-backward direction of the
radiation detection apparatus 131, the element driver unit 140
drives a distance being shorter than each of dimensions in x
andy directions of each detection element 22, in each of x and
y directions.

The element driverunit 140 is fixed at the support substrate
141 which is fixed at the lateral shield unit 12 of the shield
body 10. The support substrate 141 is connected with the
support substrate 23 thorough electric conductor such as flex-
ible lead 142 or the like. The support substrate 141 is con-
nected with the relay substrate 32 thorough a connecter, and
transmits the detection signal output from the detection ele-
ment 22 to the relay substrate 32.

Next, an operation of the radiation detection apparatus 131
according to the fiftth embodiment will be explained.

The element driver unit 140 moves the detection element
group 21 within a range which is shorter than a length of the
detection element 22 in x and y directions. Each detection
element 22 detects gamma ray at a position where the detec-
tion element 22 is moved within the range.

FIG. 14 is a graph representing a relation between radiation
detection position and the number of detecting gamma ray
before and after movement of the detection element group 21.

Inthe radiation detection apparatus 131, in a case where the
number of the detection element 22 is small, and a gap
between adjacent detection elements 22 is large, and so on,
there is a case where the radiation detection apparatus 131 is
fixed at predetermined point and then successively images. In
this case, the radiation detection apparatus 131 may be impos-
sible to obtain sufficient positional resolution. On the other
hands, in a case where the element drive unit 140 moves the
detection element group 21 in x and y directions, an intensity
distribution of data normally obtained by the detection ele-
ments 22 can be interpolated. As a result, the radiation detec-
tion apparatus 131 can increase positional resolution.

Although some embodiments of the present invention are
described, the above-described embodiments are presented as
some examples. Accordingly, it is noted that the present
invention is not limited to the above-described embodiments.
Since the above-described embodiments which are new
embodiments can be embodied in various forms other than
the specific embodiments described above, various omis-
sions, substitutions, and changes may be made without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. These
embodiments and modifications thereof are included within
the sprit and scope of the invention and are included within
the scope of the invention as disclosed in the claims and
equivalents thereof.

For example, arbitrary shape such as a truncated pyramid,
a platy shape, a trapezoidal shape, a triangle shape, and the
like may be selected as the shape of the pinhole unit 11.
Further, the shape of the pinhole 14 may be either round-like
shape or rectangular-like shape.
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Further, the detection element group 21 may arrange on a
support substrate of which surface is spherical surface-like.
FIG. 15 is an illustration especially illustrating detection ele-
ments 22, the support substrate 150, and a pinhole unit 11,
included in another example of the radiation detection appa-
ratus.

In the support substrate 23 of which surface is a spherical
surface, a center of the spherical surface is located at the
center portion (which includes the center and a vicinity
thereof) of the pinhole 14. The support substrate 23 is
arranged so that an acceptance surface of the detection ele-
ment 22 faces to the center portion of the pinhole 14. There-
fore, in comparison with a case where the detection element
group 21 is arranged on a vertical surface with respect to
incoming direction of gamma ray, the passage distance of
gamma ray being come into the radiation detection apparatus
elongates, hence the gamma ray can be absorbed with unifor-
mity and high efficiency.

The attachment means 17 of the shield body 10 is not
limited to screw and may therefore be attachment means 17 as
illustrated in FIG. 16. Here, FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view
of the radiation detection apparatus 161 which includes
another example of the attachment means 17 of the shield
body 10.

The lateral shield unit 12 and the slit unit 13 are fixed by
means of the support member 170. Meanwhile, the pinhole
unit 11 is fixed by means of the plate 171 which includes
fixture and is arranged on the front face of the support mem-
ber 170. The support member 170 enables the pinhole unit 11
to be detachably attached to the shield body 10 so as to detach
from the shield body 10 if necessary. Therefore, at necessary
timing such as a time when the detection element 22 is cali-
brated, an attachment and a detachment, ofthe pinhole unit 11
can be easy.

The number of the slit unit 13 may be two or more unless a
plurality of the slit units 13 negatively affects on reduction in
weight of the radiation detection apparatus or the like.

REFERENCE NUMERALS

1, 51,71, 101, 131, 161 - - - radiation detection apparatus
10, 60, 110 - - - shield body

11, 61, 111 - - - pinhole collimator unit (pinhole unit)
12,112 - - - lateral shield unit

13 - - - slit unit

14 - - - pinhole

15 - - - slit

17 - - - attachment means

21 - - - detection element group

22 - - - detection element

23, 150 - - - support substrate

31 - - - signal processing substrate

32 - - - relay substrate

634 - - - inner slit unit

635 - - - outer slit unit

664 - - - inner slit

665 - - - outer slit

68a, 685 - - - convex portion

93, 95 - - - element circumference shield member (shield
member)

111a - - - drive opening

11154 - - - stopper

112a - - - side wall

120 - - - pinhole driving unit
140 - - - element driving unit
141 - - - connection substrate
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The invention claimed is:
1. A radiation detection apparatus comprising:

a detection element group which includes a plurality of a
detection element arranged on a support substrate;

a shield body of which a pinhole is formed on a front
surface and a slit unit is formed on a back surface, the
shield body housing the detection element group
therein;

a signal processing substrate which processes a detection
signal respectively detected by each detection element,
and is provided outside of the shield body and in the back
surface of the slit unit, and has a dimension being larger
than a width of the slit unit; and

a relay substrate which goes through the slit and connects
each detection element with the signal processing sub-
strate.

2. The radiation detection apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the shield body includes an inner slit unit having an
inner slit and an outer slit unit having an outer slit as the slit
unit, and the inner slit unit and the outer slit unit respectively
forms the back surface of the shield body and are arranged so
that the inner slit and the outer slit does not overlap each other.

3. The radiation detection apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein the inner slit unit includes a convex portion project-
ing toward the front surface of the shield body, being arranged
in a position corresponding to a position on which the slit of
the outer slit unit is formed, and the outer slit unit projecting

14

toward the back side of the shield body, being arranged in a
position corresponding to a position on which the slit of the
inner slit unit is formed.

4. The radiation detection apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising a radiation shield member which is
arranged between the detection elements being adjacently
located.

5. The radiation detection apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the shield body includes a pinhole unit on which a
pinhole is formed, being the front surface of the shield body,
and further comprising a pinhole drive unit which moves the
pinhole unit back and forth with respect to a radiation incom-
ing direction.

6. The radiation detection apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising an element drive unit which moves the
detection element group in a plane perpendicular to a radia-
tion incoming direction.

7. The radiation detection apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein an outline of the detection element group is similar
shape with a shape of the pinhole.

8. The radiation detection apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the support substrate includes a spherical surface of
which a center position is a center portion of the pinhole.

9. The radiation detection apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the shield body includes a pinhole unit on which a
pinhole is formed, being the front surface of the shield body,
and further comprising attachment means which detachably
attach the pinhole unit to the shield body.
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